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Small community gets life-saving device

Visalia Rotary gives
defibrillator to Round
Valley Fire Department

BY MARTY BURLESON
mburleso@visalia.gannett.com

_The heart-attack victim, a
Round Valley woman in her

70s, was found to be unre-
sponsive. Rescue personnel

applied CPR during the

20-minute ambulance ride
to Porterville’s Sierra View
Hospital, but the woman
was pronounced dead on

" arrival.

A 3-pound device called
an automatic external defib-

rillator might have saved her
life last year, said Round Val-
ley Fire Chief Bob Puls.
“CPR is good as far as it
goes. It can replace the
pumping of the heart,” Puls

said. “But it cannot restart -

the heart”
The defibrillator can. And
now the Round Valley Fire

Department has one, cour-
tesy of the Visalia Breakfast
Rotary’s Heart Safe Com-
munity

“We’ve had a number of
medical aids in the last few
years where that would have
been a very useful piece of



